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Young children's understanding of the fantasy / reality distinction

Shohei Tomita! and Mitsuyo Hara?

Young children's understanding of fantasy / reality distinction were investigated. We presented

children with pictures portraying fantastical scenes and real-life scenes. In fantastical scenes,

personified animals, supernatural creatures, and magicians were included. In real-life scenes,

ordinary people and ordinary animals were included. After describing the picture, children were
asked whether the depicted event could really happen. Although three-year-olds were not able to

distinguish fantastical scenes from real-life scenes, five-year-olds were able to. Children were

able to distinguish it more in the order of personified animals, supernatural creatures, and

magicians. These results were also discussed in terms of the individual difference of fantasy /

reality distinction.

Key Words : fantasy / reality distinction, cognitive development, individual difference, young

children.
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