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The present state and future prospects of occupational
therapy using technical aids : From an analysis of Japanese

Occupational Therapy Society journals for the last ten years.

Satoshi Sasada”“and Tamako Miyamae“"

0 O Health Sciences, Graduate School of Medical Sciences, Hiroshima University
0 O Division of Occupational Therapy, Institute of Health Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, Hiroshima University
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The present state of occupational therapy using technical aids was assessed by examining journals of
the Japanese Occupational Therapy Society for the last ten years. The findings were that occupational
therapists offered not only bathing aids and excretion aids, but also locomotion and communication aids.
Technical aids manufactured by occupational therapists accounted for a little over 5000 of the total
number. Of the technical aids which the journals had deemed effective, in 7000 of cases planning,
evaluation, and correction had been performed by occupational therapists. The simulation of technical aids
was carried out at a rate of 700 . The degree of satisfaction with technical aids by clients was 900 .
Cooperation with other professionals was 9000 of the rate. On the other hand, the rate of cooperation with
occupational therapists was about 2000 . Although follow-up was carried out, it was little more than 100 .
Only 100 of occupational therapists utilize IT. The Product Liability Law in the manufacture of technical
aids was hardly dealt with.
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