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Changes in the Usage of Term ‘Chishi (Regional Geography)’ in Japan
Shuichi NAKAYAMA

Abstract The purpose of this paper is to make better understanding the changes
in the usage of the term ‘Chishi (Regional Geography)’ in the history of modern
Japan since the begining of Meiji Era (1867—-1912).

In Japan, the term ‘Chishi’ is traditinally used for ‘regional geography’. Howev-
er, it is unfortunate to say that the public of Japan, even among historians, feels
something difficult to understand the real meaning of its contents. Therefore geog-
raphers in Japn are requested to give simplified difinitions for ‘Chishi’ in order to
give easy means of understanding for the public.

1) The ter ‘Chishi’ was first used officically to edit the Imperial Gazetteer of
Japan. The Meiji Government of Japan established the section of Chishi in the
Ministry of Civic Affairs in 1872, after 5 years of the commencement of the modern
Japan. This section, however, disappeared from the government office in 1891 by the
result of stopping of editing work of the Imperial Gazetteer of Japan. Since then, the
term ‘Chishi’ as the -section name in the central government has never been used
again.

2) In the field of education in the Meiji Era, the term ‘Chishi’ was given a very
important role in the elementary school curriculm prescribed by the central govern-
ment. World ‘Chishi’ and Japanese ‘Chishi’ were introduced as a basic subject in the
elementary education since the beginning of Japanese modern education commenced
in 1872.

3) As a result of the earliest establishment of geography department in Japanese
universities in the beginning of 1910s, the term ‘Kyodo Chishi’, which presents local
geography or Hymatkunde became popular term gadually instead of ‘Chishi’. This
tendency continued till the beginning of 1940s.

4) After World War II, the term ‘Chishi’ recovered its position in the public
through several series of publication about world and Japanese regional geography as
listed in Table 2. However, the term ‘Chishi’ has never occupied the main stream to

explain so called ‘regional geography’ in Japan.
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5) The term ‘Chishi’, today, is commonly used in the curriculum of geography
courses in the universities, especially in the faculty of education, not in the faculties
of letters or science. The reason for that is understood by the fact that the Teacher
License Law of Japan requires to secure at least two credits of ‘Chishi’ course among
geography branches to get the teacher license for social studies. Therefore, it must be
noted that the term ‘Chishi’ is officially used in the government law to ask pre—
teacher students as a minimum requirment to become a teacher of the secondary
schools in Japan.

6) It might be said that the term ‘Chishi’ needs to be reconsidered as an impor-
tant branch of geography in Japan. This term is still in a big trouble for giving real

meaning to the public even after more than 100 years of adaption in Japanese educa-

tion.
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