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Recognition and Realisation of Illocutionary Force through Intonation by Native Speakers of English:
Comparison with the Models in Intonation Studies

Kazuhito Yamato

This paper examines the recognition and realisation of illocutionary force through
intonation by native speakers of English and confirms if the native speakers of English
recognise and realise illocutionary force through intonation as the models from the intonation
studies do. In the recognition survey, participants were asked to listen to the dialogues and to
judge intentions in these dialogues. In the realisation survey, they were asked to read aloud
the dialogues with the instructed intentions. The results of the recognition survey illustrated
that participants recognised approximately 30 percent of the intentions through intonation
and that varieties of English did not affect their judgment of intention. Illocutionary forces of
“implication, possibility” and “exclamation” are recognised easier than other illocutionary
force such as “warning”. The results of the realisation survey showed that participants
succeeded in realising approximately 28 percent of the dialogues corresponding to the model
tone choice. Again, illoctuionary forces of “implication, possibility” and “exclamation” are
realized easier than other illocutionary force such as “warning”. Overall results show that
even native speakers of English do not recognise and realise illocutionary force through
intonation as the intonation studies described. However, some common features with models
were observed and although being different from the models, certain tendencies can be
detected from the subjects’ data. Thus, the results of this survey do not mean that intonation
does not contribute to illocutionary force at all, but suggest that to a certain degree intonation
definitely plays a role in conveying illocutionary force.
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Where’s the typewriter?
//Nin the CUPboard// [~ 3 |
Where’s the typewriter?
// 9 Ainthe CUPboard// [ED & 5 ¥ |
Where’s the typewriter?
//Ainthe CUPboard// [EE - B&43 5
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@ A:
B:
® A:
B:
® A:
B:

Where’s the typewriter?
//# Sin the CUPboard// [#= 2% 7T |
I've heard that it’s a good school.
//NAYES// TIZD» 7 |

It’s not really an expensive record, is it?
//MANO// TIEDODHH»T |



KA st

@ A: You wouldn’t do an awful thing like that, A: Isn’t the view lovely!
would you? - B: //ANYES// [ %%7¥ ]
B: //A3NO// [BE%2EKT] " ©@ A: Do you like this one best?
‘ B: //ANYES// [B&%2&KT]
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