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Introduction

This is an initial attempt at the complilation of a bibliography of research
literature on language inequality and conflict. It contains research publica-
tions which deal with inequality and/or conflict conerning (aspects of) a
language or languages between social groups.

Since laguage inequlity and conflict is not a well defined or established
research area, some explanation seems in order here. As is well known,
social groups are often demarcated by language difference in the broadest
sense of the word, that is, difference in (aspects of) languages or language
varieties such as dialects, style and the like. In other words, language
difference serves as a boundary marker between social groups. In this sense,
social groups in question can be regarded as language groups. More impor-
tant, relationship between such social groups bounded by language differ-
ences are in many cases unequal politically, economically, socially or
otherwise. Since the groups in question are defined in terms of language

difference, the inequality manifests often as that of languages or language



varities, for example, glorification or debasement, imposition or prohibi-
tion, of a language or language variety of either group. Moreover, it may
lead to a conflict, violent or otherwise, between the groups in which lan-
guage is an important substantial or symbolic issue.

The present bibliography contains research literature delaing with these
topics. To use the celebrated terms of Roger Brown and Albert Gilman, the
present bibliography is intended to be one dealing with language involved in
“power and solidarity” relationships between social groups. The actual
selection is, however, very difficult and often depends upon my personal
judgement, because of the difficulty of the definition of the concept.
Moreover, it is severely limited in several respects. First, as for social
groups, the bibliography focused upon only two categories: ethnic or nation-
ality groups and economic or social classes. Other important social group-
ings such as gender, generation and so on are left completely out of consid-
eration. Secondary, it contains only those literature published since 1970 and
written in English. Thirdly, it contains only research literature and does not
contain any primary documents.

The bibliography is also available on request in the MS-DOS text file
format and WordPerfect (version 5.2) format.

This reserch was assisted in part by the grant-in-aid from the Japanese
Ministry of Education, Science and Culture (No 06620054).
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