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SUMMARY

The number of international students is rapidly increasing at Japanese universities in
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recent years and more than ninety percent of those students are coming from Asian
countries. According to the policy of the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture,
the international cooperation and mutual understanding between Japan and foreign
countries will be promoted through students’ exchange.

However, the international program on campus is still experimental and the
international understanding is far from the expectation.

In this paper, | introduce my Japanese Studies classes which have been
designed for newcomer international students to give them the basic information about
Japan and Japanese society and | try to examine their opinions about the relationship
between Japan and their home country. Many of the international students from Asian
countries have addressed that the war time experiences are the most symbolic and
memorable events between two countries. On the other hand, not many Japanese
students are aware of that history of war and its aggression.

Having many international students cannot bring better relationship with other
countries, and we all know that we have to make efforts to understand each other. We
have to recognize the importance of intercultural understanding and this will be
achieved by acknowledging the varied cultural and social background of people and
their way of thinking. My conclusion is that the adaptation of a peace perspective in
intercultural education is a key to develop the international understanding for us and to

live together peacefully in this global world.
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2001
”Japanese Studies “ 29
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“Japanese Studies”

“China and Japan in 7" and 9" Century. China was in the Tang Dynasty. It was the
prosperous period of China’s feudal society. During that period, Japanese ambassadors

had been to China for many times. Their purpose was to learn Chinese culture and

system.”

“At the Taika Reform, Japan copied many things from China. Japanese government
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was to be reorganized on the model of Tang.”

“Japan and China ‘s culture have much common.”

“In the ancient times, China was the most powerful and influential country in the

world.”

“Japan achieved industrial progress and built up sufficient military power to defeat
China. In the Showa period, Japan waged 8 years military aggression against China
which leaded to 35 million Chinese were killed and survivors suffered a lot.”

10
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“In 1592 and 1597 Japan invaded Korea. Korea was annexed by Japan in 1910. Many

Korean women were taken for sexual slavery by Japanese troops.”

“Because of the inconvenient relationship in the past, Korean did not feel free to
accept Japanese culture even though they were well-developed.”
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“On the Christmas of 1941, Hong Kong surrendered to Japanese troops. It put the
whole Hong Kong society in plight at that time for three years and eight months. That
period is believed to be the most miserable time for Hong Kong people.”

“Manila, the Philippines, Malay Peninsula, Singapore, Indonesia and of course Hong
Kong were all captured by Japanese troops. Trade activities stopped and money
devalued. To the worst, those Chinese suffered from continuous warfare between China
and Japan and fled to Hong Kong were being forced out of the territory of Hong Kong,
because of the serious food shortage. These people were mostly the educated and

professionals, who were considered beneficial to the growth of Hong Kong.”

26 12 2
50

“A Dbrief comparison between ‘Weimar Republic’ (Germany, 1918-33) and

“Taisho-Period” (Japan, 1912-26) and its aftermath as historic context for the

democratic development.”

“A comparison between Japan’s and England’s history during Japan’s Edo period.”

“The trade between the Netherlands and Japan. In 1585, the first Dutchman arrived in

Japan.”
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