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SUMMARY

In 1945, it was a pleasant surprise to hear that the Charter of the UN estab-
lished a new institution to protect human rights internationally. The Charter, however,
did not define these “human rights and fundamental freedoms” and for this reason,
soon after the Charter came into effect, the effort to draft “the Bill of Human Rights”
started. The Bill consisted of four instruments (1 Decralation and 3 treaties; i.e., 2
Covenants and 1 Protocol) which in all took more than 30 years to complete and come
into force.

However, in the meantime, the UN itself as well as its organs have adopted many
other treaties to protect various human rights. According to the UN document, “ST/
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HR/4/Rev. 16”, which charts the ratifications of international human rights instru-
ments as at 31 Dec. 1997, 25 treaties are listed.

Despite such a big number of human rights treaties, the writer's impression is
that these treaties (including 2 Covenants) do not protect our human rights effective-
ly. The writer also suspects that those reservations, attached to many human rights
treaties and seemingly incompatible with the “object and purpose” of these treaties, are
the main reason why these treaties fail to impress us as effective.

This paper is written to affirm whether the above suspicion of this writer is right,
by checking reservations attached to various human rights treaties and some treaties
other than human treaties (Cf, treaties listed in Tables I & II). It is devided into two
parts, the former part of which is here, while the latter will be published in the next
issue of this Journal.
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