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SUMMARY

This author questions how college students can realize the meaning and signifi-
cance of dialogue with other cultures, how she/he can find ways to mutual understand-
ing with other cultures, and how she/he can individually actualize mutual understand-
ing.

The authour begins by raising some of the problems faced by professionals
teaching Intercultural Education to undergraduates in Japanese universities. Usually,
the problems of overseas returnee students, of foreign students in Japanese society, and
of bullying in schools are introduced to intercultural education through reading and
discussion. It seems legitimate to raise students’ consciousness to such intercultural
education issues, especially to those issues present in contemporary Japanese society.
This allows students to think from different perspectives, to give opinions and to
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deepen their levels of understanding. While students are motivated by this approach
and discussions can be carried out quite successfully, the author found this approach to
other cultures often does not help the students recognize the issues as their own, but
think of them as those of others, i.e., in the abstract.

Intercultural ‘contact tends to be treated along with other problems so that
students receive the preconception that intercultural contact is very troublesome and
problematic. Many practices related to intercultural education in Japanese universities
have the same tendency, i.e., professionals in intercultural education regard “Ibunka”
(different and/or other culture) as applying only to foreign countries or foreigners, and
place them as in opposition to our culture. It has always been the tendency to discuss
“Ibunka” in the limited context of transnational or multiethnic contact and exchange.

Nevertheless, “Ibunka” can be found in many places, within one culture and even
within a single ethnic group. It is not a stable and static term, but rather a dynamic
and changeable one. From this point of view, a transcultural mediator should deal not
only with the people having foreign backgrounds and/or who are of an ethnic minority,
but also with those who are perceived as different in various ways within one’s own
culture. In other words, overcoming one’s own “Ibunka” should have prominance in
transcultural education.

With this perspective of “Ibunka”, the author has designed a new course of
Transcultural Education for undergraduates in order to encourage each student to
work on his or her own individual “Inbunka” instead of being provided a teacher’s
perhaps more rigid framework of the term. Because commitment to experiencing or
realizing “Ibunka” can uncover one’s own vulnerability, each student is encouraged to
engage in their own action research.

However, the danger of personal interaction with “Ibunka” is a tendency to
become dogmatic. Thus students should receive as varied feedback as possible from
other people. The case conference described is conducted to share each student’s
experience of his or her intercultural interaction with the rest of the class members and
also to refelct on their own experience by receiving feedback from them. Since
“Ibunka” exists in every sphere of society, students are encouraged to conduct their
action research outside the university.

In this paper an example is introduced of a student’s action research based on her
field work of challenging her own “Ibunka”. The effects of the course on Transcultural
Education are discussed in terms of the transfer of transcultural learning. The impor-
tance of follow-up study to discover the long-term effects of the program are also
discussed.
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