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SUMMARY

From the point of an educational role to build up peaceful social relations, this
paper analyses Japanese recognition of Asia, which influences the mutualism with
Asian people and development aid to developing countries.

In today’s borderless world, Japanese society has been internationalized since the
1980s and the relation with Asia has become closer year by year. The mass media,
especially TV, has played an important role in producing the image of Asia. Concern-
ing with the associations which the word “Asia” recalls, younger generations associate

wider areas of Asia than older generations do. More than a half of the images of Asia
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which Japanese have are negative. The mass media has reported the Asian’s dislike of
Japanese, so Japanese people have the negative mirror image of themselves.

Japanese people have espoused the government policy of development aid for
many years, but they do not know well about their ODA. Japanese ODA was criticized
in the 80s and improved for the better aid to the people in developing countries. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has tried to enlighten the public as to the present conditions
and necessity of ODA.

North-South problem is not only the matter of economic aid by the government
but also the matter which has to be discussed and assessed by the nation. It is
necessary to have greater recognition of Asia through development education using
participatory methods for becoming global citizens. Development education in school
and community will improve the mutualism with Asian people and proper aid to

developing countries.
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