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Approach to the Nation-States System in the Third World

— the World-System and Latin America—

Yukio SATOW

Institute for Peace Science, Hiroshima University

SUMMARY

The purpose of this paper is to examine the structures of World-System and
nation-states system through case study of Latin America in the Third World.
The Modern World-System theory (Immanuel Wallestein schule) purports to
dynamics of the world economy and the states as a whole by analysing its struc-
tures.

The World-System perspective is a useful and necessary corrective to the
modernization perspective,but I am not convinced that one has to look for single
“unit of analysis”, to choose a priori between the nation-states and world capital
-ism,instead of analysing the interrelationships in the process of their develop-
ment. Important structural features of the World-System have point out, howev-
er, as a consequence of transformation of social structures and “life world” in
the nation states of the Third World,which are to a significant degree deter-
mined internally.
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(i#7) Pradip K.Ghosh (ed.), Developing Latin America. Greenwood Press. 1984. p.258.
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