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SUMMARY

According to the theory of Sasuke Nakao (1966, 1967), there are four
agricultural complexes in the world different in their origins : (1) agriculture
of roots and tubers, (2) agriculture of savanna, (3) agriculture of the Mediter-
ranean, and (4) agriculture of the New Continent. Fig. 1 shows their places
of origin, and routes of propagation.

These four agricultural complexes whose origin was very old have deve-
loped both horizontally and vertically, but still preserve their original patterns
in present days.

Horizontal development of qgriculture means the cultivation of weed and
wild grass, and introduction of useful plants from other agricultural com-
plexes. As a result, more useful and better nourished plants were cultivated.
Fig. 2 shows horizontal development of agriculture in East Asia. The agri-
cultural complex of lucidophyllous forest zone is a complex of agricultures
of roots and tubers, savanna and the Mediterranean. The zone spreads from

the Himalayan area, through south-west and east of China, to Japan. Agri-
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culture of roots and tubers, the oldest in the origin, introduced useful plants
from that of savanna and the Mediterranean as is shown in Fig. 2.

Vertical development of agriculture means the integration of agriculture
with cattle breeding. The Mediterranean agriculture domesticated many ani-
mals such as cows, horses, sheep, and so on. Such combination of agriculture
and cattle breeding not only provided labour, but also fertilized the soil by
the excrements of animals, and made human life fully nourished.

The Mediterranean agriculture, which developed north of the Alps,
made a full vertical development,.and as is well known, such development
provided the basis of the formation of national economy.

Agricultural complex is a basis of social development. But it is only
when an agricultural complex has developed both vertically and horizontally
that it can function as a basis of social development. »

Many, if not all, civilizations have been built upon the foundation of
their own agricultural complexes. And the development of agricultural com-
plexes (conditioned both by its natural environment and by its culture)
must be based upon the four types explained above. Even the characteristics
of modern civilization can be considered in this light. For instance, it is
essential to analyse the relationship between modern science and technology

with the agriculture upon which they are based.
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Fig. 1 Places of Origin of Agriculture and their Routes of Propagation
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Fig. 2 DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICUTURAL COMPLEXES IN EAST ASIA
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