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Tarui Tokichi and Asianism

Ryuhei HATSUSE**
Faculty of Law, Kitakyushu University

Modern Japan has been an Asian nation, whose geographical location
is definitely in part of Asia, whose people are racially very similar to
other Asians, and traditional Japanese culture was mainly oriented
toward China, once the cultural center in Asia. Japan however has, also
been a kind of western nation, whose new technology originated in
industrialized countries in the West, whose political, legal and economic
institutions have all been reformed after Western models of modernity,
and whose modern culture has been gradually westernized, though
attempting to harmonise with indigenous tradition.

Thrown into quite an unfamiliar environment of politics among
modern nations after hundreds of years of “The Closed Door”, Meiji
Japan had to establish herself quickly as a completely independent
nation-state, thereby arousing the whole people to fervent nationalism,
whose manifestation was Asianism which forms the subject of investig-
ation in this article.

There have been a variety of interpretations among Japanese acade-
mics as to the significance of the cause of equal partnership with Korea,

China and other Asian nations, which most of Japanese Asianists cham-
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pioned. They have disagreed on whether the essence is of disguised
expansionism, of undisguised equal partnership or of mixtures of these

elements.

Assuming that the essence of Asianism ranges from undisguised
equal partnership to disguised expansionism, this article tries to prove
the high probability of one-way ideological mobility among Asianists,
starting with equal partnership and ending in expansionism. Posing four
hypotheses on the reasoning mechanism and interaction with environm-
ental changes, it also tries to test their validity, making particular
reference to the case study of Tarui Tokichi (1850—1922), liberal who
was not part of the power structure in politics.

Hypotheses are posed as follows: ‘

(a) NECESSITY. Proposals of equal partnership with neighbouring
nations stemmed essentially from Japan’s strategic position, as Japan
was to be identified as militarily weak in the worsening international
situation. It was a device in power politics, by means of which a less
powerful nation would repulse major imperialist Powers, disguising its
military weakness by means of compacts of mutual aid among threatened
nations in which Japan should be most active.

(b) LEADER. Japan’s emerging as the first modernized nation in Asia
brought forth to Japanese a missionary zeal in providing leadership for
modernization among neighbouring nations. Thus equal partnership in
the proposals was dilated, thereby diluted, and finally transformed into
the aggressive ideology of Pan-Asianism.

(¢) REFORM. Not combined with any reform proposal in the internal
political structure of Japan, proposals of equal partnership contain no
reasoning mechanism for checking their own degeneration into aggress-
ive ideology.

(d) EXOGENOUS CHANGE. Japan’'s military victory over China
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(1895) and Russia (1905) brought about improvement in her internation-
al role. This deprived her of the original strategic necessity mentioned
above in (a) and at once made undisguised partnership proposals thems-
elves, in fact, work as an aggressive ideology without their reasoning
transformation or internal degeneration.

Their validity is tested in a case study of Tarui’s Toward the Union of
Great East (Dai-to Gappo Ron), first published in 1893 and published again
in 1910, which was written in Chinese for Korean and Chinese as well as

Japanese readers.

In 1893 he proposed the totally equal partuership of Japan and Korea
under the U. G. E., being in favor of the disappearance of both nations.
His proposition was based on the recognition that both nations were in
the crisis position of being intruded upon by imperialist Powers, that
the Yellow and White were confronting each other bocause of racism,
the latter’s imperialism and power politics, and on the prediction that
the world would become functionally more integrated in the forthcoming

century.

The U. G. E. was to have been a united constitutional monarchy-de-
mocracy under both of the Japanese and Korean Emperors, although its -
prescription was not specified in detail. The U. G. E. should also make
an alliance with China’s Ching Dynasty, which means no help given to
reformists or revolutionaries there.

In 1910 Tarui supported Korea'’s total disapperance under the Japan-
ese Empire, which was a denial of the equal partnership proposed earli-
er. He also assented to the deprivation of political rights among Korean
people under the Japanese government. Thus he degenerated from prop-

osals of equal partnership to approval of Japan’s imperialist expansion.

It should, however, be noted that he neither denied aggression, per
se, nor disapproved Japan’s sporadic intrusion into Korea, even when he
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was supposedly in favor of undisguised equal partnership. He approved
the legitimacy of the Korean Imperial Government, although admitting
some necessity for political reform in Korea and hoping for entrepreneu-
rship there.

We may postulate the following conclusions concerning the validity
of the Asianism Hypotheses tested in the case study of Tarui’s proposal
of the U.G. E.

The NECESSITY and EXOGENOUS CHANGE Hypothesis are fully
confirmed. The REFORM Hypothesis is partly confirmed. It should be
replaced with a new one. Thus, unless being combined with any reform
proposal in internal political structure of Korea, China as well as Japan, proposals
of equal partnership contain no reasoning mechanism for checking their
own degeneration into aggressive ideology.

On the testing of the. LEADER Hypothesis a comment is necessary
since this hypothesis apparently did not apply in Tarui’s case. Assuredly
Tarui did not mention Japan’s mission to provide leadership for the
modernization of other countries. However, he never disapproved Japan’s
emergence as a power in international power politics. The LEADER
Hypothesis is in fact confirmed in a double sense that his lack of missio-
nary ideas underscored equal partnership and that his lack of a critical

attitude toward Japan’s policy undermined the policy of equal partners-

hip.
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