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!
Bertrand Russell (1872-—1970), a British philosopher, winner of a

Nobel Prize in Literature and the first President of Pugwash Conference
of Scientists, is known as one of the most eminent figures in the history
of the peace movement of this century.

He was twice imprisoned in his life time; in 1918 for his antiwar
movement, in 1961 for nuclear protest. His nuclear protest started in
1954 when the Bikini H-bomb tests led him to make the famous broadcast
on the B. B. C. warning of “Man’s Peril”. The proclamation of the Rus-
sell-Einstein statement, carrying the signatures of Nobel Prize physicists
of both East and West, made Russell a standard bearer of the movement
toward nuclear disarmament and international peace.

It it not a well known fact,however, that he advocated a preventive
war against Russia in the first post-war years. Only a few books on
Russell deal with his activities in this period. It seems to me that many
authors (mainly Japanese) have intentionally ignored the fact out of a

consideration that it would hurt the feelings of Russell’s admirers. The
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fact, however, is the key to understanding Russell in his later years.
Indeed, this four-year period (1945—49) worked on Russell in his later
years as a psychological springboard whose force sent him deeper than

ever before into a sort of penitential conduct for the peace movement.
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In September 1945, Russell wrote in a letter to Gamel Brenan: “I
think Stalin has inherited Hitler's ambition for world dictatorship. One
must expect a war between U.S. A. and U.S.S. R. which will begin
with the total destruction of London... There is one thing and one only
which could save the world, and that is a thing which 1 should not dream
of advocating. It is, that America should make war on Russia during the
next two years, and establish a world empire by means of the atomic
bomb. This will not be done.”

In the same month Russell sent a letter to Kingsley Martin, editor
of The New Statesman, in which Russell came to the same conclusion. In
this letter Russell condemns Russia for her conduct in Eastern Europe:
“By the unanimous testimony of all who have knowledge of the fact,
the Russians, & the Poles with Russian acquiescence, are perpetra-
ting a vast atrocity larger in scale, & scarcely less horrible in detail,
than those perpetrated by the Nazis in concentration camps.” And he
went on with lurid illustrations of what was going on in the territory
under Russian occupation. This letter was not published in the magazine
as Russell was persuaded not to by Martin who believed that to compare
Russia with Nazi Germany in highly provocative words was exceedingly
harmful, especially when people in Europe wanted peace.

In November of the same year, Russell delivered in the House of
Lords a speech in which he predicted the coming of the H-bomb age and

warned of the disastrous armament races in nuclear weapons if the



Western powers failed to bring the Russians into agreement to co-oper-
ate in international control of nuclear weapons. The Baruch Proposal,
however, met with Stalin’s rejection. This situation was soon followed
by the Cold War through the American ‘containment policy’ and the
Russian ‘sealing up’ of Eastern Europe. As the Cold War intensified
Russell hardened his attitude towards Russia. It seemed less and less
likely to him that the Soviet Union would come to terms with the U.S.
in nuclear weapon control.

In May 1948 — the time when the blockade of Berlin was creating
tension—Russell wrote to Dr Walter Marselle, a U. S. professor who had
proposed a plan for the compulsory inspection of nuclear plants in the
U.S.S.R.:“Even at such a price (= the total destruction of W. Europe
including all towns in England, imprisonment of the whole educated
population of Western Europe into Labour Camps, and final victory of
America over Russia), I think war would be worthwhile. Communism
must be wiped out, and world government must be established....I do not
think the Russians will yield without war. I think all (including Stalin)
are fatuous and ignorant. But I hope I am wrong about this.”

It was not until November of the same year (1948) that Russell
openly revealed his somewhat provocative opinion. Russell’s unmistaka-
ble remarks urging a preventive war against Russia were made clear in
his lecture at a New Commonwealth Schools Conference at Westminster
School. It caused such an unfavourable reaction in the next day’s papers
—one paper writes ‘Lord Russell, the famous philosopher, advances the
oldest and most blood-drenched fallacy in history: “the war to end wars”
—that Russell had to respond in 7 ke Times explaining what he had really
meant. In his reply, however, he again stressed: "...that the democracies
should be prepared to use force if necessary, and that their readiness to

do so should be made perfectly clear to Russia, for it has become obvious



that the Communists, like the Nazis, can only be halted in their attempts
to dominate Europe and Asia, by determined and combined resistance by
every means in our power, not excluding military means if Russia conti-
nues to refuse all compromise.”

It was quite natural for the Russians to attack Russell. Moscow
radio called Russell “this philosophizing wolf, whose dinner jacket
conceals all the brutal instincts of a beast. Hatred, murder, the eat-one-
another state, seems to be the fundamental ethical principle preached by
this beast in philosopher’s robes.”

Russell’s distrust of communism (or more precisely, Bolshevism) was
a product of his visit to Moscow in 1920. Russell himself was, and had
been, a socialist and had revealed in his early writings a certain tendency
towards a sympathetic view of Marxism. Howerer the realities in the
aftermath of the Bolshevik Revolution so much disillusioned him that he
had to re-evaluate the idea of democratic socialism and freedom of indi-

viduals, the idea that had been tentatively outlined by J. S. Mill.
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In 1949 the Soviet Union succeeded in creating its own A-bomb.
Truman countered it by ordering the manufacture of the H-bomb. The
advent of the nuclear armament race suggested the danger of a world-
wide holocaust to mankind in general. Russell began to change his view-
point at a slow but steady pace. He was awarded the Order of Merit in
1949 and a Nobel Prize in 1950. Now that he had made himself world-fa-
mous, he realized that he could no longer be one sided in his view but
had to consider the survival of mankind. His books written or prepared
during this period, e.g. “The Impact of Science on Society” (1952), “New Hopes
Sfor the Changing World” (1951) and “Human Society in Ethics and Politics”

(1954), show his every effort to meet the new phase of the world to come.



In 1954 the Bikini H-bomb tests led to his “Man’s Peril” broadcast,
the sensation caused by which set him off on the fervent 15-year crudade
against nuclear weapons and imperialistic wars. The Russell-Einstein
statement found its lasting realization in the Pugwash Conference of
Scientists. In 1962 Russell was an intermediary between Khrushchev and
Kennedy in the Cuban Crisis and between Chou En-lai and Nehru in the
Sino-Indian border conflict. In 1963 he started a campaign against the U.
S. military intervention in South Vietnam and his criticism against the
U.S. maneuver and atrocities in Vietnam culminated in the “Russell
Tribunal” in 1967.

His last statement on world affairs was on the Middle East Crisis,
written two days before his death. He died at 98.

Quotations are from the following books:

Ronald W. Clark, The Life of Bertrand Russell (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1976)

Alan Wood, Bertrand Russell, T he Passionate Sce ptic(London : George Allen
& Unwin Ltd, 1957) '
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(6) Alan Wood, “Bertrand Russell—The Passionate Sceptic”, London, 1957,
pp. 2056, 7T Ve vy N [~ 1FF VN eSSy wen] WEGHi—R, 23R
B, 1963F, 313—4F

—102 —



Y VR LD R CEBEY Lz, /A v =—CHEB LA, foRs T
T TRATRE AR IR U ORB# LG < FE& Eashia o 4 2 0 SEOFK D ik
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194907 7, Y BIFBRERE T, ZHTT 2 Y 5 OFFHERBO M A
B o7 T Y AILERE A Eh N T RRATR LM 2 TH R D 2ERE L, H
PREZ BT ER LT\ oo 194854 AIZiZ U E 2 VO~ Y v#8TE
DO ¥ A YBIFOBNOBMCRKEL T > = MEHE CH 12, T AU P
DI X DTN Y VIR OHiEOH &, 19496 5 ARSI Riz. L
ML, EORE VA YREBCHH L. ZDIED HEH N1 v 0K SR
(X, TROVBEOFRHIBE IS, T4 CRENRTERIF L. Bb%
NETOMEDORH LA OBIIRIIGED LD LIz SHFE D e~
HBIENERLE LI LDID TH vtee 7 4 Y HOFMNEOKD T, KVER
GOTEENEDO N2 Z LREHETH B, Lo L, BRHIEHL—aEme
LoH L@ LR, K Y OBKEZOERERYD CHPFEI—FHR L <ot
SR EBECHE L CAERBOHBAFE L, BRGFOERYBHELT
BRI NORBEBRLRE LT v 4], 195041 A0 b4~ < v ok ERm
DEGEGM A XF Lico X OREDM 2 7 AHDIB50EI R [~ F
R T ARV BICERD L S ImE 7, ‘ '
TRAIKRIBD BT AT 2 A2 IC IR TE Iev e MA RO 720 04
[RERDDTRTOMRRA LI THER 2D S THEE D P THE X
o WA O RAZMIT IER S I Lt v b Thd, =5 L
Bl b, FXPHARNEHRTITRG OR 2 TR Fh 2 w4
HELEL TS, BECIRDOHEMI T, BEFHIRGEETLIHE
RHELOTEND THD. fMMALRGE bMMHRBELR/LT LS &
ExDHNBTH D,
ROBEFIPRTHEABE LA > TRWEEDRIBE LD THS 5, F
DEZD HBXThPEDORTRIE—2H %, @MEFIThics 27 LAY vk
ﬁ@Mkf@gJ

(7) World Horizon, Vol. XVII, No. 100 March 1950, Clark p. 526
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LB TBEOHROEEIC TS Ty v Db Th 2 ODORRBIN R RE
ﬁyﬁ4:r-nvﬁmtb?é?%%&ﬁ%&%%7xuw@ﬁ%%%ﬁT
ADMHRDORBILTH S Z ERBRFECCETHD] EEA->T Do

A AT DEHRT, Ty e OREFHRMAFHEDO T TR
B XRTLEHE, FRILT v et [ARME FEO B & BRE X OES
12 &SRR & A BEPIT, AR LcBgR & LTAROR
ERTYERT AR 0S LI ERRBH] TL LDV TWIRDdTHD L
WARTWD, DED, vy ARBELBEEOSIMCTL > T D ledie, F
B BENLE D IX7c I hT Ui, flific o3 5B ferhar Mo O SRR
BEEOBBEYSBE SR TWHEVSDTH D, -T, ZOIIMITI?
MED, BAREABRFEMTERWEILE LTLAE LhT, e LTaeT
2SR LD LT, FHEOBWEFRATREA Ay 7124 E D AR
OBEHAMBREIBEIND E WS 2T E D LTS,

TUMBE T AND T v e VEHEERZ S Lz 74 VY TEEMAE R LD TN
A4 ARG 5 BRI 5 » w0 THERADEM (19039 @7
BHTH bR Tl e HBEH—RAR TORRERZ 2B - OREBIL 5T
T, 1MSEDEME TS » A AMAfE & Bak, MEAYAGE, HE L BEE
FIEH Ut SIREIC L » T 2 &3, FOFIHB S hic TAROMES <
G AT ATERR LT L > BB bdHbbh T b, L
b= DIMBE L W BEEMR T v A DX Y FEIIRER O EIRIK b TR 78 - 1oFF
HTH o 7o 2 EIMBRO—F TR - b Ll ToHERFIC, 7
o AL RERIHRH T AE TR e\ & LTHRELED SR E Z 0FEFC i)
e EIEDWTHDL IS MREFED > e LIXFERTH %o

BB ATERRAG EFEOOT S 7y e VORKEZOBFEANDLIICED, #
T, 1954450 [T & Baic s 5 ARIHEES O & 7> T —IROREN
Hhbhd, SOBWLT v A2 TAKOME] IR Lisd - f i Lo

(8) John Lewis, “Introduction to Philosophy”, London, 1954. & g3 v « A
= [H2p AF S T, HRKRR, =—F#, 4830—1K
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FelifcDTH DG, A4 AOHINLS v e AN TTRBELEXcH &L T
HDRFEERI TR TH - 720 ‘
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£50

3 FEOMhERR

1950%R1L 7 » 2 MIT & o TRFOFETH o fidh by, FAEARY iRk
ELMd ol ERFTIETH o, TOFRTITT bhic A Y » PHELE /
=SSR, EEEEEEONRFN T v o0 LIRBOTER~D
BRBIEEHLREDL S SRHOERROS bR TH-lehD X 5 ThHD,

COHEF v eI BERTEL DA —F— 7 ¢ 20y b BT HBEIIR
GHREMLRCFHNC A ~ A2V 7R FML, FOHET 2V HIE»
, SERA Ly 2R LD 7 = AEZEFICHIE L,

ZOMD T v e D FENIEAKE i b AR Lo2oH 5 2 L 2FL,
T LE O BEHEAFRRRCERS NS AP ERFNTH - .

itz a— a3 -2 0B THMCE X KIBOELERTIC 7 A ) SR E »
el ERFME LA EEHFRE LTRD, SBOBIRTRE 200K 1
AR E S IEMO TR, 21 Y EOBKNITACEIG T e e Rz
TELZETHDEDNI, BILKGHEROWEEL, YENFERYONIE
RBRHE DM ETIEDH D 5 5 LB, e, TOEDE, /—<AHESH
ANBFE LA ARG Tyl X 28880 EH X 0 i3ksosies
ﬁ&kaE&EMf%b,ﬁDﬁV%ﬁﬁﬂ%é%ﬁvﬂé:aﬂﬁ%%o

19504EIZ B\ TR DERIRIR DI 1o % & b bt TAFOER] &
T h TRIGFRE] oz lRE i, UBES v wAd THIR X 2 FRiog

(9) ZOMETOWTIHELLIHE TS v v BT 5 HIBINTESROZEE ) Rk
985 (19664E 9 A) %2R,
(1) Manchester Guardian, 16 Nov. 1950, Clark p. 527
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% 7~V HEHOREIVRTPREFR AT LTRES A, VbR
Monxznlbhs,

A1950E12 F i fibhic 7 — <AV HZHDARINL TBIRMCH R /a8 gl
] EBEh, OBITHBEREE o TMBEE BB BT 5 AHE£]
(19546F) il btz ZOMUIDOHEILT v e/ O XY BBIROEBRAY R
TEHOEILER - RMERTH » 7o HIIEHEMICHEBELKIIIMI D
LN TH Y, TRIREORFITETONTED, EECHLbRTV3
LLT, v A= V~RRAEERLREYON0bL, BAROBRILNK Y
MEAERTRETOMDEGROBFIZRDD & ZHCETD LlND, -
T, WRITAHIRI D3FfE « S4LLVIIABOTFHLEZFE TN
%fﬁo,Aﬁm%%ké&u@L&&%f%ﬁmé%t&@ﬂ@@@é5&
WA DONEDRE TH -1 _

SERSEE O R BIR LIL b re 7 v v O & OFFHEIRILA 23 FR TH
T2t B Py TTRINCORI L STEORMM Lo DEMZ, F v+
A DR S OEFEHHNFE, FRICH LTI v e MLHLS FFEO LD
BUBAZ LI TE R (o T, ‘

MedF ez a—a~ 7 TOX VBEROVED = o —AMEbL L, 7V
7Yy KRG 7 7RI OFRALMAEL, Ty DS FTORRON
CHHELIRMETHLERHE L. ALHI=a—AF~—v=v]DFV
FAV—e=—F VL SEFHORRERCHE 5127 v w L OF AR LoD,
%7yﬂ»u%x:—@@&%ﬁ%umt5%%%&%ifmt&%%tgo

{(2) Unpopular Essays, London, 1950, Chap. 3, T AFIOIEk ] MWL « HidF
=RREN, TRAMHL, 19584, 69K

(3) Politically Important Desires, Human Society in Ethics and Politics,
Part II Chap. 1I, London, 1954, esp. pp. 172—4

(4) Kingsley Martin, New Statesman, 18 Nov. 1950, Clark p. 527
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OFHIEIEY T EDTHRLcH EARSELA TS Z & & FXRERET
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T OB DIEN I LD H ORI LFT LRI DTHD, F—A LT
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EECH I MERMD TFE] 25 bbT D TLRWERNTL 3, FiZ
ﬁﬁ:@@%%ﬁot$%%~ﬁﬁ§ﬁbfvt®ué<@%ﬁ%ﬁwn;a
LR S EBHIL T B,

AR THR, TR EBRSED (19594) WIXRD X 5 e AL A5
b,

(5) HFAT~—FFvF e FverlRl 2RO LT REtEE, 0
5 (19644£9 1)
({3 (1) The Autobiography of Bertrand Russell, Vol. 3, London, 1969 (Unwin
Book Edition 1975, pp. 508—9) [7 v A BAZENS HES—FES, FAnzE,
19734F, 12—3H
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ERTIN = ey 2 ISy i)

(2) Common Sense and Nuclear Warfare, London, 1959, [H#kx Bk
EySeamif, WATLE, 1959, 124F

(3) FUER /gL ) LR, F v 2 DX, 6845

(1) Autobiography, op. cit., p. 507, §J » « AHAUEN S #FFH
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