-A Study on Voicing in the Middle of Compound
Kanji Words in Shinran’s Sanjowasan from
Senshu-ji Temple, in Mie Prefecture, Japan

Isamu SASAKI

The original text of Sanjowasan was written from 1248 to 1253 by
Shinran. The oldest hand-written copy of the text, some parts of
which were copied by Shinran himself, is in the Senshu-ji collection.

The pronunciation marks attached to the Chinese characters in
the manuscript were added to show their accent and sound, voiced
or voiceless, by Shinran.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the voicing of kanji-in the
Kamakura Era by means of an analysis of the pronuciation marks
added to the oldest copy of the manuscript.

From the analysis, the following results have been obtained:

1. most of the voiced letters follow those kanji which end in a nasal
sound

2. most cases of voicing follow a rising accent

3. voicing is not influenced by the accent of the voiced letter

4. voicing is strongly influenced by the phrases to which the voiced
letters belong

Key words : Sanjowasan, Sino-Japanese, Rendaku, nasal sound,
- accent, ZILFIE, F&, &£&, 8%, FH
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