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Abstract
International Under standing of Japanese and Their Viewstowards Foreign Countries
—With Special Referenceto Historical Resear ch on Philosophy of Education for International
Understanding in Japan —

Aya SASAKI
Graduate Student,

Graduate School for International Development and Cooperation,
Hiroshima University
1-5-1, Kagamiyama, Higashi-Hiroshima, 739-8529

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the concept of International Understanding (Kokusai Rikai) in Education
for International Understanding in Japan, and to identify its meanings and new approaches toward curriculum and
lesson plan devel opment.

For this purpose, the author focused on the following two points.

First, the author identified the meanings of “International” from the point of view of the international society, its
the countries it consists of, and the relationship between the individual and its their country. Second, the author has
analyzed the importance of Education for International Understanding and the nature of related issues through the
examination of the policies of UNESCO and Japanese Ministry of Education, Science and Culture and the historical
development of Education for International Understanding.

As aresult, the author found two major problems regarding the concept of International Understanding in Japan.

First, the fundamental problem of Education for International Understanding in Japan is that one tendsto insist on
a macro-perspective of International Understanding. That is, one tends to think that international society is consists
of nation-states. Second, is related to the first problem is that one tends to be predisposition towards knowledge-
based teaching of cultural studies divided into nation-states or ethnic groups. Therefore it can be assumed that stu-
dents can not reach proper international understanding.

To overcome this problem, Education for International Understanding in Japan should focus more on the micro-
perspective that is closing connected with individua people lives. Then students should think about the meaning of
“international understandings’ or “live together” by themselves, through the study of the relationship between peo-
ple who have an individual identity.

Journal of International Development and Cooperation, Vol.6, No.1, 2000, pp. 286-306



